


CHOjOL} &, BibLIA ANO| BOCH(DR) § Wi Ya, 2016. Diana Yoo, Convenience Store Counters Series - Hi Ya, 2016.
CIXIN BME, 140.84 x60.98 cu. © QOO & . Digital colour print on matte vinyl, 149.84 x 60.96 ca. © Diana Yoo.




CHOJOIL} &, DIHILIA ANO| (¥¥), 2014-2018. Diana Yoo, From a Convenience Store (Detail), 2014-2016.
Heolcol 4. o DS, Multisedia Installation. © Yang Chulso.
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Diana Yoo
(London, Canada)
Diana Yoo is a photography,
installation, new
ia, and performance
» She received her
Masters of Fine Art from
Western University and
her Bachelors of Fine
Art (Honours) from York
University. Yoo's art
practice investigates first
and second generation,
Korean-Canadian diaspora
identity to contemplate
sutobiographical memory,
the nostalgle pr t and
the duality of place. Mer
work has been exhibited
throughout Ontario at
Koffier Gallery (Toronto),
John B, Afird Gallery
(Toronto), Art Lab
Gallery (London), The Art
Gallery of Peterborough
(Peterborough), and
CONTACT Photography
Festival (Toronto).

Diana Yoo, Frow s

Conventence Store,

2014-2016. Multisedia

Installation

Diana Yoo, Coavealence

Store Counters Seriss,

2016, Digital c-priat,

Diana Yoo, Towurists ia

the Division, 2014,

Single-channel video,

3 nin 54 sec.
Diana Yoo explores her
Ldentity as a Korean-
Canadian through
installation Froms
Convenience Store and
photographic series
Convenience Store
Counters. Like sany other
Korean immigrants in North
Aserica, Yoo's parents
owned and worked at
convenience stores, As she
has relatives 1n both North
Korea and South Korea, her
search for the root starts
at the Demilitarized Zone,
although her physical
presence is at a Canadian
convenience store.

In the installation,
she JUXTaposes props
and a photograph of a
convenience counter run by
4 Korean-Canadian and two
filas of the DMZ together.
The photographic series
Convenience Stores
Counters represent the
1ife of Xorean-Canadians,
who struggle to settle in
Canada by assimilating
theaselves to the so-
called North Aserican
character-that is, the
abundance of (inexpensive)
mass-produced goods.
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In her works, no single
individual person is
visible, Only a sedate
voice of a veteran of the
Korean War speaks about
his mesories of the war
and 1ife of running a
convenience store in
Canada. She attempts
to bring the spaces of
Korean and Canadian
together and merge the
personal and collective
nd in doing 0,
# hybrid space end
tine. (Vicki Sung-yeon
KXwon)




